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re you troubled by strange noises in the night? Do 
Ayer experience feelings of dread in your basement 
or attic? If the answer is YES, then don’t wait another 
moment. Pick up the phone and call the professionals... 
THE REAL GHOSTBUSTERS! 


CONGRATULATIONS! You're the proud owner of the 
latest and possibly greatest Marvel Comic: THE REAL 
GHOSTBUSTERS! Now, and in the weeks to come, you 
can read the pulse-racing, spine-tingling adventures of 
your favourite supernatural sleuths in dazzling FULL 
COLOUR! 

The Real Ghostbusters: dedicated professionals sworn to 
the entrapment and containment of anything and 
everything that goes bump in the night. If you've got 
poltergeists partying in your pantry or major demons 
manifesting in your master bedroom, rest assured — your 
ghost is history! 

To celebrate this momentous first issue, we're giving 
away a fantastic free REAL GHOSTBUSTERS badge, 
which you'll find attached to the front cover — an 
ectoplasmic delight for you to wear with pride! 
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LOOKS LIkE THE OWNER 
GOT MORE THAN SHE 

BARGAINED FOR WHEN 
SHE BOUGHT THIS HOUSE .. 


THANK HEAVENS YOU'RE 
HERE! QUICK, IT'S 
CAUSING CHAOS . 


SPECTRO-VISORS 
ON, QUICK RAY. 

: x 
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AH... L CAN 
SEE IT NOw.., 


BUT I'M NOT 
SURE 1 WANT 


PETER! YOU FLUSH THE 
THING OUT ANO WE'LL 
WAIT HERE FOR YOu 
WITH THE CONTAINMENT 

VESSEL. 


MEANWHILE, IN THE 
KITCHEN, THE 
GHOSTBLISTERS 
TOPLASMIC FRIEND 
IS HELPING HIMSELF 
70 THE FRIDGE. 


: IT'S BACK! 
GET IT, NOW! 


EGON AND 
WINSTON! 
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WHY DIDN'T I GET 
MY BOWL OF CREAM. 
JUST LIKE L USED TO? 


HEY! THIS MUST 

BEA INE, 
A HOUSE GHOST. 
THEY'RE HARM- 
LESS IF THEY'RE 
TREATED RIGHT. 


OF COURSE! OH THE POOR THING, 
THE OLD OWNERS: LL LOOK AFTER HIM. 
OF THIS PROPERTY Quick, LET IT GO! 
MUST RAVE KNOWN 
THAT - BUT NEVER 
WARNED THE NEW! 
OWNER! 


YOU LET IT GO OR 


FORCES. 


ANOTHER DAY'S WORK 
WELL DOWE, THE 
BUSTERS HEAD POR HOME. 


OH, 1 CAN SEE 

WHAT AN ADORABLE 
THING! MY HUSBAND 
WILL SIMPLY LOVE IT. 


TLL JUST NEVER UNDERSTAND MY YEP, YOU'RA PREDDY 


SOME PEOPI 


LE... 


STRANGE BUNCH TO 
MEE, TOOO! 
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Although Doctor Peter Venkman 
may often seem like the most 
reluctant member of the 
Ghostbusters, he is actually one of 
the keenest. He’s a bit of acon-man 
and prefers to avoid dangerous 
ghostbusting situations if it's at all 
possible. Peter has a special 
affection for food, and all too often 
this brings him into conflict with 
the Ghostbusters’ resident spook, 
Slimer. However, when the chips 
are down, Peter stops larking 
around and he’s the one who takes 
the first steps toward confronting 
unknown menaces or troublesome 
spooks. When things go wrong, and 
sharp wits and fast-talking are 
called for, Peter Venkman is your 
man. If you were to think of the 
Ghostbusters as being one body, 
Peter would be the mouth. 


Busting ghosts may look very 
easy, but to make it look easy, a 
Real Ghostbuster has to be 
good, and he can only be good 
if he knows his subject. ‘Be 
aware of your opposition’ — 
that's the first rule of busting 
and, in an effort both to record 
my own extensive knowledge 
of the paranormal and to try 
and educate the weaker-willed 
among us (mentioning no 
names, Peter), | have compiled 
this Spirit Guide: a comprehen- 
sive listing of ghostly facts, 
feats and features to help us 
know our foes. 

This issue I'll begin with a basic 
list of the general names for 
ghosts and get on to specifics 
in later issues. Take notes — | 
may runa short test sometime! 


GHOST, SPOOK, SHADE, 
PHANTOM — are general terms 
for any spirit of the dead, or 
monster, or anything that can- 
not be naturally explained. | 
quote the opinion of my col- 
league Winston Zeddmore: 
“Ghosts may have special tasks 
to carry out — some return to 
avenge a murder or to expose a 
villain, or to return something 
to its rightful owner. However 
it is never the appointed task 
of a ghost to come back and do 
the washing up.” 


WRAITH — also known as a 
fetch or a doppelganger, a 
wraith is the ghostly double of 
a person that appears shortly 
before or after their death. 
Sometimes the wraith appears 
to the doomed person as a 
warning, sometimes to other 
people to alert them to the 
death, and sometimes it is the 
very appearance of the wraith 
which causes the death! Ray 
Stantz: “The wraith offers a 
pretty good early warning sys- 
tem to the living.. but someone 
ought to tell them not to 
appear without warning!” 


SPECTRE, APPARITION — like 
‘ghost’, these words are used 
for anything without material 
existence, but specifically de- 
scribe a ghost whose task it isto 
bring a warning or an omen. 


POLTERGEISTS, GREMLINS — 
mischievous spirits that delight 
in causing havoc. Poltergeists 
are invisible, malicious spooks 
who are responsible for such 
startling phenomena as crock- 
ery, or other household ob- 
jects, flying through the air, 
alarm clocks appearing out of 
nowhere, or spatulas turning 
up in your sock drawer. Grem- 
lins get their kicks from wreck- 
ing mechanical objects. They 
are so ugly that it’s a shame 
they’‘re not invisible too. 


DEMONS, DEVILS — not so 
much ghosts as monsters, inde- 
scribably nasty beings of every 
shape, size and colour. They 
are seriously bad news, believe 
me. | quote my colleague Peter 
Venkman on this subject: “De- 
mons? What should you do if 
you meet one? Well, that’s a 
tricky one. Demons are profes- 
sionally dedicated to turning 
up in our dimension and giving 
people a bad time. My techni- 
que is generally to run in the 
other direction. The best place 
to see a demon is on televi- 
sion.” 


SLIMERS — Well, | think with 
slimers, the question is not so 
much what but why. Never, 
EVER, let them near your 
fridge. 
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Rowntree Snack Foods 
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BACK OFF MAN 
° 9 Now you too can jointhe ranks! 
9 of the daring Ghostbusters, with : 
I M A REAL this fabulous cut-out activity. If 4 

you want to know more, just 
VS read the instruction below! & 

Fo, 

GH@STBUSTER! 
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The holder is qualified to 
use a Proton gun and pack 
(nuclear accelerator and 
particle thrower), Spec- 
tro-visor, PKE meter and 


in the course of his duties. 


any ecto-detection and 
containment equipment 


approved, 
entrusted and 


qualified REAL GHOST- 


BUSTER 


This to certify that 


First cut out this page along the 
dotted line and stick itdownona 
piece of thin card to give it 
strength. Having done that, cut 
out the permit and the calling 
cards along the guidelines pro- 
vided. Then fold the permit 
along line A, stick it back to back, 
then fold along line B. Fill in your 
personal details, add your 
photograph, and you will be 
ready to prove to anyone, any- 
where, that you're a REAL 
GHOSTBUSTER! 
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Tuesday 15th March 1988 


A hero's work is never done. 

Woken up around six in answer to a call. 
We'd been up all night chasing the ghosts of 
six cinema cowboys around a drive-in movie 
in Maine. Managed to get about two hours 
sleep. | had a dream about stalking a real 
nasty spook around this supermarket but 
when | caught up with it, my proton gun 
would only shoot chocolate ice cream which 
wasn't much use, and the monster came 
towards me, eating the ice cream and 
saying “You're in serious trouble here, Win- 
ston, you're working too hard.” Pretty 
nasty. 

Anyway, the call this time was from a 
woman in Yonkers who claimed there were 
voices coming from her fishtank. We stop- 
ped on the interstate so Ray could change a 
tyre on Ecto-1. We stopped on the East River 

’ Bridge so Egon could collect fungus samples 
from the girders. We stopped at Yankee 
Billy's All-Nite-Eaterie-Pies-Our-Speciality so 
that Peter could buy six apple turnovers and 
a chicken and spinach sandwich. | thought 
about stopping a little further on so that | 
could be sick, but made it to the client's 
house. 


” 


The client was an old lady in a dressing 
gown who told us she was woken up at five 
by voices that she traced to her fishtank. She 
was clearly frightened. Peter told her that 
she was fully protected by the Real Ghost- 
busters and that her ghost was history, but 
due to the lasting effects of the apple 
turnovers he was largely misunderstood by 
the old lady who replied that she thought it 
might rain later. Egon and | then took 
things into our own hands and pressed on 
to the fishtank. Low PKE readings, but we 
prepared for the worst: definite voice or 
voices, indistinct, real spooky. The fish 
didn’t look too bothered though. Ray 
joined us, keen to catch what he called a 
fully-submerged aquatic apparition and he 
zapped the tank with his proton gun, which 
had the result of covering him in fish food 
and coral pieces. Egon tried lowering a 
ghost trap into the tank to lure the ghost 
out. | turned off the transistor radio sitting 
by the fishtank and the voices stopped. 


a) 


Mid morning found us in Lower Manhat- 
tan, where a rock star complained that his 
apartment was being disturbed by strange 
noises. The apartment was newly decorated 
and equipped. Egon took PKE readings in all 
the rooms. Ray spectro-scoped the walls and 
balcony. Peter explained that he must care- 
fully examine the rock star's expensive Hi-Fi 
and video in case the ghost was lurking 
there.We all heard weird noises, groans and 
whines. | bled the air bubbles from the 
newly-installed radiators and the noises 


stopped. 
Q 


After a quick lunch we took a trip to a 
house in the Bronx with Poltergeist prob- 
lems. There have been regular disturbances 
of crockery smashing in the kitchen, pic- 
tures falling off walls and the like. Egon and 


Ray did a PKE survey of the rooms and drew 
out the architect's plans for any historical 
clue. Peter sampled the fridge contents, 
particulary the cream cheese and the fish- 
paste, to see if the poltergeist was food 
motivated. | went out for a look around and 
then came back in to tell the guys that the 
disturbances matched the spin cycles of the 
industrial washing machines in the Laun- 
dromat next door. 


@ 


During the early evening, we were called 
toa mini-market in New Jersey where noises 
and vibrations had been heard and felt. 
There was a spooky silent atmosphere. We 
looked around a bit. Egon and Ray tried to 
decide whether to do a PKE survey or use 
the spectroscopes. We began to hear noises. 
Peter said he'd look for a transistor radio. 
Then vibrations began. Egon went to see if 
there was a Laundromat next door. | 
pointed out the green thing with rubbery 
arms writhing up out of the frozen veg racks 
and Ray said he was going to bleed the 
radiators. The ghost was about eight feet 


high, grotesque, wrapped in a sickly vapour 
and had a couple of limbs too many. It 
howled and slithered towards us in a mass 
of chill-fresh peas and individual chicken 
portions. | caught it in a proton stream, but 
it nearly struggled free until Ray netted it 
with his own proton gun and together we 
brought the screaming monster down into 


a trap. 
@ 


We got home around ten, very hungry, 
but Slimer had emptied our own fridge and 
none of us fancied the frozen food Peter 
had brought back from the mini-market. 
We got to bed at eleven, only to be woken 
at eleven twenty one by a call from Green- 
wich village. A waitress reported a twenty 
foot-high ghost of a mad barman running 
riot in a nightclub. 

We went to Greenwich Village and found 
that she was telling the truth. 

A hero’s work is never done. 
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Busting makes me feel good. 
Well, it makes me feel okay. It 
also makes me feel tired, 
confused, edgy and unloved. 
What really makes me feel 
good isa letter from my fans 
telling me whata fun, 
together, admirable, heroic 
guy!am. You could even 
mention the others if you 
like. Tell us what stories you 
particularly liked, ask our 
expert opinion on the 
paranormal, or pick up tips 
from me about how to beso 
cool you could keep 
ice-cream in my pocket fora 
month. So write and cheer 
me up assoon as possible at 
this address”: 
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ake sure of your copy of 


every fortnight! With your pa- 
rents’ permission, fill in the 
order coupon with your name 
and address and hand it to your 
newsagent, telling him whether 
you want your copy reserved for 
collection, or delivered to your 
door. 


HERE! 


To my newsagent: 

Please resepvé mea copy of 
Marvel's THE BEAL 
GHOSTBUSTERS comic every 
fortnight. Reserve itfep 
colle¢tion*/Deliver it With oup 
regulaf paper order* 
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GHOSTBUSTERS™ HERO FIGURES. 


Send one proof of purchase from any one 
of ‘The Real Ghostbusters’™ hero figures to 
get a free ‘Ghostbusters’ kite. Fly it to clear 
your area of ghosts and to signal that the 
area is clear! 

With the kite is a Guide to Ghostbusting 
explaining two methods of cleaP¥gg areas of 
all ghosts. It is also packed with information 
on ‘The Real Ghostbusters’ ‘and their 
equipment. = 


Offer closes 31st May, 1988. 
Only one application per person. 


Send now for your ‘The Real 
Ghostbusters’ kite and poster/ 
guide. The kite comes complete witKh 
line and is ready to assemble. 


All you do is cut out ‘The Real 
Ghostbusters’” logo and hero’s name 
from the front of any hero figure 
pack. Then complete the following 
application form, enclosing your 
proof of purchase, and send it to 


‘Ghostbusters™ Kite Offer 
PO Box 50, Dept. No. 409L 
Bicester, Oxon OX6 7UN. 


Please allow 28 days for delivery, Make a note of 
application address in case of query. Offer closes 
31st May, 1988, Only one application per person 
Offer subject to availability. Open to UK residents, 
except Kenner Parker Tonka employees, their 
families and agents 


© 1964 Columbia Pictures, Inc 
(© 1986 Columbia Pictures Television, a division of 
© CPT Holdings inc. All Rights Reserved. 
"Used under licence by Kenner Parker Tonka International, 
"| Owen Street, Coalville, Leicester, LE62DE. 
é Colours and designs may vary from those illustrated. 
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POSTER & GUIDE 


WHEN YOU BUY ANY ONE OF ‘THE REAL 


PETER VENKMAN™ 
* & GRABBER GHOST™ 


RAY STANTZ™ 
& WRAPPER GHOST™ 


WINSTON ZEDDMORE™ 
& CHOMPER GHOST™ 


EGON SPENGLER™ 
& GULPER GHOST™ 


‘THE REAL GHOSTBUSTERS”™ 
FREE KITE AND POSTER/ 
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SLIMER 1S ON ONE OF HIS “TRAVELS'. 


